"How Close? 

Scripture: Exodus ^'+:5-8 

f Illustration of boy in church and "God not th»reP) 

Ifter attending church with lis father one Sunday morning-, before getting into bed that 
evening a little boy kneeled at his bedside and prayed, "rear God, we had a (rood time at 
church today, but I wish You had been there," 

Now unlike that little boy, the Israelites, definietly Moses in particular knew that God was 

in t eir midst. Foses was up on the Mount for the lecond tine with two new stones prepared 

for God to engrave the Law on then, 'hen '■oses ascended the Mount we read, "And the Lord 
descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord." 
verse 5« 

God appeared to Him in th= cloud and spoke to Moses from that cloud and we read of His pre- 

scence, "And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, 'The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in bkjtkx good ness and truth, keeping mercy for 
t ousands, forpivirw? iniquity and transgression, and sin, and that will by no means clear the 
guilty; visiting the iniauity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's child- 
ren unto the third and fourth generation." verses6-7. 

"irst God identifies Hi-self as, "He that is who He is, which is what that phrase, "The Lord, 

The Lord God,P litterally means in Lnglish. God is therefore identifying Himself as the Great 

I Am. After God does this, He then speils out what He does for mankind. This statement lets 

looses know that even though he and the people of Israel are miserable dinners in the sight of 

God, yet, God will and does forgive and has that covenant relationship with them. 

Vhat was the reaction of Hoses? The 8th verse tells us, "And Moses made haste, and bowed his 
h»ad toward th° earth, and worshipped, " verse 8, 

Hoses was so close to God and he knew that to be in that position required worship to Him. 

At this point in time, Moses didn't ask anyt insr of God. He was in ffis presence and that aloni 

was worthy o f worship. Hoses had been through all of the experiences of talkinp to God and 

getting instructions to lead the people of Israel. Rut now, God revealed Himself through His 

name. Just the very name of God should inspire us to bow before Him. The Lord God is He 

is Who He is. Ken have tried to convey thoughts of worship and reverence, but not too many 

seem to hit the true idea of worship. Frederick W. Faber is perhaps an exception to that 

rule. You may or may not know that it was he who wrote the words for "Faith of <^xv Fathers." 

two of his writings, (not in most hymnals), sneak of the worship of God. Listen to how 

he phrases this: 

Haw wonderful, how beautiful 

The sight of Thee must be, 

Thine endless wisdom, boundless power 

And awful purity. 

how I fear Thee, livinp God, 

With deepest, tenderest fears, 

And worship Thee with trembling hope 

And penitential tears. 

And he also wrote: 

Only to sit and think of Bod, 

Oh, what joy it is! 

To think the thought, to breathe the Kame, 

r arth has no higher bliss! 
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St, Paul's United Church of Christ 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Rev. Ralph Link, Pastor June 24, 1990 

Kr, Dale Rice, Minister of Kusic 
Mr. Robert WeiSenstein, Liturgist 
+ * + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + -I-+ + + + + + 

CHURCH IN THE PARK SERVICE 11:00 A.M. 
prelude 
( Announcements 
Congregational Greeting 
Joys 
v Prayer Requests 
Ascription 
Call to Worship: 

Leader - How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, 

God! 
People - Therefore the children of men put their 

trust under the shadow of Thy wings. 
All - For with Thee is the fountain of life; 
in Thy light shall we See light. 
Invocation (In Unison) Eterral God, our Maker and our 
Lord, Giver of all grace from whom every good prayer 
comes, and who pours His Spirit on all who seek Him: 
deliver us when we draw nigh to You, from coldness of 
heart and wanderings of mind; that with steadfast 
thoughts and pure affections we may worship You in 
spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen . g y t - 

Opening Hymn No. ^3- "Blessed Assurance, Jesus* is Mine ,h 
Morning Prayer 
Offering 
Offertory 
Doxology & "X? 
Hymn No. 4W- "More About Jesus Would I Know" 
Scripture : Exodus 34 : 5-8 
Sermon: "How Close?" 
Prayer ■$ ft 
♦Closing Hymn No. -fl&3 
benediction 
'Blessing for the Lunch 
"Postlude 

+ + +■ + t +■ "Congregation Standing 



To God be the Glory" 



Ushering today are Dick Mangel, Dick Dally, Donley Martin 

and Don Kingsley. 
Attendance last Sunday was 85 with 6 visitors. 
Van Driver for next Sunday will be Jim Gannon, 
Bob Weisenstein and Daryl Merrison will be visiting the 
hospital this week. 
i>- Hospitalized: Mid Diefenderfer in Allegheny General 
Walter Hollefreund in BMH. 
Harry Davis in Mercy Hospital 
»#*•+•■■#**«****** »■■■#«*******-** 
For the next two weeks the Pastor will be on vacation. If 
you have a need or an emergency, please call Ginny at 
home or In the office. 
UPCOMING DATES: Council meeting July 11th 

We need to thank the director and staff of VBS for having 
a mast enjoyable and learning week. Thanks for all of 
your efforts. We had approximately 35-40 children each 
evening plus an adult class of 7. 
. JULY 15th — a very important meeting of the congregation 
will be held immediately following the service. A 
letter will be forth coming with more details. We need 
all of you there to handle the issues at hand. Please 
make every effort to attend. 
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COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH - SAGAMORE, PA. - 8/1 U/SU 

PRELUDE 

GREETINGS/JOYS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRAYER REQUESTS 

WRING MY ABSENCE THE NEXT THREE SUNDAYS, GECRGE CANNON 
WILL BE FILLING IN FOR ME *™w» 



-HYra 

RESPONSIVE SCRIPTURE 
PRAYER/OFFERING 
•DOXOLOGY 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
HYMN 
SCRIPTURE: EXODUS ^:l-8 

■S™' " wv ck,se? " ' ST - PA,TL,S ' BnT ™ w/y> 

•BENEDICTION 
•POSTLUDE 
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Ca»-u 
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Vr 8 

FK ricV W. caber - wot Faith of Our Fathers 
' T?F OF THEE 

man. 
. 

tOPE 
1H3, 

I . B, WAT JOJ CT IS' 
ZnHH .breath thA'AME, SRTH HAS NC HIGHR BLIS! 

IT B 

S, GAZF.fc GAZ ON ': 

'< 3TRYS.IS ' , 
IF UH PAPBBOT SKIPS DSHVIW ;■ " " 

IF TO REFRIG '. ,,j 

, fflX IT WORKS KM CF TH/' [Ml 
IF TOW* : ROVIM U W/A* . _ | - - 

IF V FAIL 2W(S ■ | XPEC 23 CALLB 

PAITHFOL XI : 11 

3 EC FAITHTDLRBS & BELIABIXTT BX FP/: I 
HI/S*M FR/U57 

IN OUR RELIG ACTIVTYS WE C OURSBXVS AS VOLUN- 
1ATHP T.IAN AS DUTY BKD. 
FOR A VOLONTEEB,ALMOS ANTTH SEEMS ACPTEL. 
FOR l 

(Hus preeehr Prsncois F e n e i rrl » K i np . T„uis XTV of France) 
sentry Francois Fnelon whs cort nreachr-K Lout- 
K -^riv.no on^ ther but tireachr 
K Louis aenu - 

"union reply - 

■ 

'iov wore - detrir how serv 
worsh no -sub '*3ervic jnor is aervic aub <• Koran 
but tru worah is always exrres in luvin^ servic 
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SCRIP: EX 5^:1-Sj SERK: "HOW CLOSE?" 

(ILUS BOY IN CHUKCH, BEDTIME PRAYH !, WISH G HAD BIN THER) 

UNLIK BOY,ISITEE,& PAHTIG MOSES KNU G IN ^HER FIDST 

(BAKGROUND O? SCRIP 7SS 1-5) 

VS l*=M05ES OBEYS 

Vfl 3 APPEARS & PROCLAIMS HIS OWN NAME - NO DOUBT MHO HE IS 

V£ .NAME MEANS = HE THAT IS, WHO HE IS IN ENGLISH 
THEN SPELLS OUT WAT HE DOZ <*MANK 

VS 7=KOSES HADE 2KNO ALTHO ISITES,A1L PEOPL SINNRS . G UGIVS 

(EXPL END VS 7 SIN VISIT ON CHTLDRN - THCZ WHO HATE G) 

VS B.N0TIC WAT KOSES DID - HE WORSHIPED 
TH/NAME OF G SHUD INSPIR ITS ^WORSHIP HIM 
MOSES AS CLOS 2 GOD AS CUD GET 

MUS WE B THAT CLOS Z WORSHIP77 
| WAT 5HUD INSPIR OS?? JUST HIS NAME 
HOW DO WE EXFRES TRU WORSHIP?? 

CILUS FREDERICK FABER - WROT FAITH OUR FATHERS) 

HOW CLOSE R WE?? U EVR STT & THINK OF THAT NAME?? 

HOW DO WE COMPAR OUR RELATSHIP W/OOD? 

ClLTO OF FAITHFULNESS OF THINGS) 

JUST WAT IS OTTR FAITHFULNES £GOD fc TH/THINGS OF GOD??? 

(ILUS OF GRANDDAUGHTER & VBS SEVERAL YRS AGO) 

HOW CLOSE AfiE WE TO GOD??? 

(ILTJS PREACHER FRANCOIS FENELON Br KING LOUIS XTV OF RANGE) 

OUT? PRIMARY REASON FOR WORSHIP IS NOT: 
WHO WILL BF THERE, 
WHERE IT IS HELD 
.AND NEVER UNDER COMPULSION "I HAVE TO WORSHIP" 
GOfo^ANTS OUR LOVE, 0V9. DEVOTION, OUR WORSHIP 

0b„ WORSHIP DETERMINES HOW WE SEPV 
WORSHIF IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR SERVICE, 
NO* IS SERVICE A SUBSTITUTE FOR WORSHIP 
IDT TRUE WORSHIP IS ALWAYS EXPRESSED IN LOVING SERVICE 
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Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



